
The Rural-Urban Continuum
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Table 2—Change in the population 60 and older and 85 and older by rural-urban continuum code, 1980-90
Growth of the older population is greater with an increase in size of place and proximity to urban areas

Persons 60 years and older Persons 85 years and older

Rural-urban Change, Change,
continuum code 1980 1990 1980-90 1980 1990 1980-90

Number Percent Number Percent

Total U.S. 35,633,190  41,831,037 17.4 2,192,679 3,003,328 37.0

Metro:
1 million or more

population—
Central 15,522,520 17,997,510 15.9 930,154 1,267,309 36.2
Fringe 1,079,968 1,372,292 27.1 67,822 95,591 40.9

250,000 to 1 million
population 7,387,220 9,174,773 24.2 440,065 630,159 43.2

Less than 250,000
population 2,775,078 3,387,093 22.1 173,593 244,933 41.1

Nonmetro:
Urban population of

20,000 or more—
Adjacent 1,485,491 1,759,778 18.5 91,627 125,760 37.3
Nonadjacent 918,478 1,073,309 16.9 60,814 80,358 32.1

Urban population of
2,500-19,999—

Adjacent 2,848,179 3,184,948 11.8 188,358 245,776 30.5
Nonadjacent 2,384,237 2,572,324 7.9 158,657 208,656 31.5

Completely rural—
Adjacent 473,115 513,948 8.6 30,213 39,678 31.3
Nonadjacent 758,904 795,062 4.8 51,376 65,108 26.7

Source: Calculated by ERS  from data from the Bureau of the Census, 1980 and 1990 Census STF4 files.
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Source:  March 1998 Current Population Survey (CPS) data file.

Older women as a percentage of the population by specific age group and residence, 1998
Figure 3

With advancing age, women constitute a larger share of the older population

Female share of population (percent) 


