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Appendix table A1—Final disposition statistics for fielded sample of 
Section 502 borrowers

Number Percent

All fielded cases 7,285 NA

Exempted respondents 2,856 100.0

Non-working numbers1 1,417 49.6

Ineligible2 1,287 45.1

Other3 27 0.9

Electronic device4 36 1.3
Business/government 36 1.3

Potential respondents 4,429 100.0
Completed interviews 3,027 68.3
Partial completes 26 0.6
Refusals 684 15.4

Unable to interview5 114 2.6

Unable to reach6 578 13.1

1Wrong, disconnected, unpublished, or no listing; assigned after checking with Directory
Assistance.
2Borrower moved; or respondent said they never had a Rural Development loan, they refi-
nanced the Rural Development loan, or their loan was not made during 1995-98.
3Deceased borrower or self-identified as a duplicate of another loan in the sample.
4FAX machine, cellular phone, or other non-residential telephone-line instrument.
5Hearing or language barrier, handicap that prevented telephone interviewing, respondent
terminated interview, or borrower not available.
6Unanswered callbacks, answering machine, no answer, or busy.
Source: Phillips and Dillman (1999).
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Appendix table A2—Selected characteristics of the Section 502 borrower population, sample, and
survey respondents

Characteristic Population Full sample Respondents

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Race/ethnic group 58,216 100.0 9,496 100.0 3,027 100.0
Indian/Alaskan 664 1.1 124 1.3 41 1.4
Asian 548 0.9 93 1.0 24 0.8
Black 8,260 14.2 1,364 14.4 397 13.1
Hispanic 6,736 11.6 1,074 11.3 339 11.2
White 41,736 71.7 6,798 71.6 2,207 72.9
Other 29 0.1 5 0.1 3 0.1
Unknown 243 0.4 38 0.4 16 0.5

Sex 57,800 100.0 9,429 100.0 3,015 100.0
Female 25,702 44.5 4,199 44.5 1,356 45.0
Male 9,173 15.9 1,480 15.7 455 15.1
Couple 22,925 39.7 3,750 39.8 1,204 39.9

Marital status 57,688 100.0 9,409 100.0 3,012 100.0
Married 23,098 40.0 3,816 40.6 1,250 41.5
Separated 1,271 2.2 193 2.1 55 1.8
Unmarried 33,319 57.8 5,400 57.4 1,707 56.7

Geographic region 58,230 100.0 9,500 100.0 3,027 100.0
Midwest 14,198 24.4 2,255 23.7 747 24.7
Northeast 5,821 10.0 990 10.4 333 11.0
South 27,120 46.6 4,447 46.8 1,321 43.6
West 11,091 19.1 1,808 19.0 626 20.7

Year of loan closing 58,230 100.0 9,500 100.0 3,027 100.0
1994 6,745 11.6 1,129 11.9 174 5.8
1995 15,408 26.5 2,551 26.9 760 25.1
1996 19,219 33.0 3,119 32.8 1,194 39.4
1997 13,125 22.5 2,088 22.0 705 23.3
1998 3,733 6.4 613 6.5 194 6.4

Source: Phillips and Dillman (1999).


