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Comparisons with Rural Low- to
Moderate-Income Recent Homeowners
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Table 6—Distributions of Section 502 households and comparison groups by household composition

1995 AHS comparison groups

Section 502 All recent Low- to moderate- Low- to moderate-
Household composition households homeowners income recent owners income renters

Percent

Married couple with children* 39.6 38.1 37.9 24.2
Married couple, no children 6.8 30.8 21.7 11.7
Male single parent* 2.2 2.8 4.0 3.6
Female single parent* 31.8 5.5 12.0 16.0
Male living alone 3.5 6.9 6.3 13.5
Female living alone 10.4 7.2 10.7 19.3
Not married, living with relatives 4.4 4.3 5.3 5.9
Not married, living with nonrelatives 0.9 4.5 2.0 6.0
Not reported 0.4 NA NA NA
Total households 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

*These householders have one or more of their own children under 18 years old living with them.
NA=not applicable.
Sources: 1998 Survey of USDA’s Single Family Direct Loan Housing Program, ERS, and the 1995 American Housing Survey,
Bureau of the Census.

How Do Program Participants Compare 
with Other Rural Residents?
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Table 7—Age of Section 502 household respondents and reference persons 
in comparison groups

1995 AHS comparison groups

Age of respondent or Section 502 All recent Low- to moderate- Low- to moderate-
reference person respondents homeowners income recent owners income renters

Percent

Under 30 27.9 16.9 18.4 26.6
30-39 37.1 33.2 30.9 27.2
40-49 20.5 23.3 19.0 16.0
50-61 7.6 14.0 12.6 8.2
62 and older 6.1 12.6 19.0 22.0

Sources: 1998 Survey of USDA’s Single Family Direct Loan Housing Program, ERS, and the 
1995 American Housing Survey, Bureau of the Census.

Table 8–Race and ethnicity of Section 502 household respondents and reference persons 
in comparison groups

1995 AHS comparison groups

Race/ethnicity of respondent Section 502 All recent Low- to moderate- Low- to moderate-
or reference person respondents homeowners income recent owners income renters

Percent

American Indian or Alaskan Native 1.2 0.6 1.3 1.7
Asian or Pacific Islander 0.6 0.9 0.4 0.7
Non-Hispanic:

Black 12.6 3.9 7.1 10.1
White 70.6 91.0 84.5 78.4
Other 3.9 1.6 1.7 2.7

Hispanic 11.9 3.4 6.6 8.8
Not reported 1.0 NA NA NA

NA=not applicable.
Sources: 1998 Survey of USDA’s Single Family Direct Loan Housing Program, ERS, and the 1995 
American Housing Survey, Bureau of the Census.
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Comparisons with Rural Low- to
Moderate-Income Renters
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Table 9–Household income of Section 502 and comparison group households

1995 AHS comparison groups

Section 502 All recent Low- to moderate- Low- to moderate
Household income households homeowners income recent owners income renters

Percent

Less than $10,000 9.1 6.7 7.7 18.1
$10,000 to 14,999 17.2 5.6 20.9 28.2
$15,000 to 19,999 23.8 5.4 20.8 22.4
$20,000 to 24,999 20.5 7.4 18.6 16.6
$25,000 to 29,999 12.2 9.7 16.3 7.9
$30,000 to 34,999 8.2 7.8 9.6 4.0
$35,000 to 39,999 4.0 7.5 4.2 1.7
$40,000 or more 5.0 49.9 1.8 1.0

Sources: 1998 Survey of USDA’s Single Family Direct Loan Housing Program, ERS, and the 
1995 American Housing Survey, Bureau of the Census.

Table 10–Housing characteristics of Section 502 and comparison group households

1995 AHS comparison groups

Section 502 All recent Low- to moderate- Low- to moderate-
Housing characteristic households homeowners income recent owners income renters

Percent

Housing cost burden:1

Exceeds 30% of income NA 14.3 25.1 28.6
Exceeds 50% of income NA 5.5 7.5 5.9

Housing quality:

Crowding2 3.0 4.6 10.3 13.9

Structurally inadequate3 NA 4.8 7.1 11.8

Housing disadvantaged4 NA 14.4 23.9 30.3

Highly satisfied with housing5 80.0 81.7 77.7 59.0

Highly satisfied with neighborhood6 77.0 79.2 77.5 69.0

NA=Information to compute this indicator is not available from the 1998 Survey of USDA’s Single Family 
Direct Loan Housing Program.
1 Housing costs as a percentage of household income.
2 Number of persons in household exceeds number of rooms in housing unit, as defined by HUD.
3 Moderately or severely inadequate based on a standard HUD measure of physical problems using 26 
variables covering plumbing, heating, electricity, upkeep, hallways, and kitchens.
4 Households meeting one of the following criteria: housing cost burden exceeds 50%; crowded; and 
moderately or severely inadequate.
5 Scores of 8, 9, and 10 on a scale of 1-10, with 1 the worst and 10 the best, based on the question, 
“How would you rate this home as a place to live?”
6 Scores of 8, 9, and 10 on a scale of 1-10, with 1 the worst and 10 the best, based on the question, 
“How would you rate this neighborhood or community as a place to live?”
Sources: 1998 Survey of USDA’s Single Family Direct Loan Housing Program, ERS, and the 1995 
American Housing Survey, Bureau of the Census.
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