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Who Are They and Where Do They Live?   
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Figure 1--Compostion of borrower households

Women living alone, 10.4%

Men living alone, 3.5%

Not married, living with nonrelatives, 0.9%

Not married, living with relatives, 4.4%

Female single parent, 31.8%

Male single parent, 2.2%

Married couple without children, 6.8%

*Other includes households that did not report number of members and/or their relationships to the respondent.
Source: 1998 Survey of USDA’s Single Family Direct Loan Housing Program, ERS.

Other,* 0.4%

Married couple with children, 39.6%

Characteristics of Recent Program Participants
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Table 2—Section 502 households by disability
status of members

Disability status Number Percent

No one disabled 2,566 84.8
One or more 

members disabled 452 14.9
Not reported 9 0.3

Source: 1998 Survey of USDA’s Single Family Direct Loan
Housing Program, ERS.

Table 3—Race and ethnicity of Section 502 
borrowers

Ethnicity and race Number Percent

Non-Hispanic:
Black 382 12.6
White 2,136 70.6
Other 119 3.9

American Indian or Alaskan Native 35 1.2
Asian or Pacific Islander 19 0.6

Hispanic 361 11.9
Not reported 29 1.0

Note: Race and ethnicity is of the borrower who answered
the survey. In married-couple households, the respondent
was more often the wife than the husband.
Source: 1998 Survey of USDA’s Single Family Direct Loan
Housing Program, ERS.

Figure 2--Age of borrower

  Note:  Age is of the borrower who answered the survey.
  Source:  1998 Survey of USDA’s Single Family Direct Loan
Housing Program, ERS.
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Table 5—Types of income received by 
Section 502 households

Share of 
households

Type of income Households1 reporting

income2

Number Percent

Wages or salaries 2,645 87.7
Net income from a farm or other 

self-employed business 139 4.6
Social security and/or other 

retirement income 392 13.0
Interest and dividends 398 13.2
Aid to Families with Dependent 

Children 118 3.9
Supplemental Security Income 272 9.0

Food stamps3 544 18.2
Other public assistance 61 2.0
Alimony or child support 687 22.7
Workers’ compensation 48 1.6
Veterans’ benefits 49 1.6
Unemployment benefits 260 8.6
Disability income 121 4.0
Survivors’ benefits 42 1.4
Other income 44 1.5

1 Nearly all households, even most of those that would not
report amounts of income, were willing to tell the enumera-
tors which sources of income they received. The numbers
of survey households reporting whether or not they
received each income source vary but are all close to the
3,027 full sample, many more than the 2,516 who reported
the total amount of household income (shown in table 4).
2 Households could report more than one source of
income, so percentages do not add to 100 percent.
3 Food stamps are not considered cash income, but are
included to show all the sources of public assistance that
the respondents were asked about.
Source: 1998 Survey of USDA’s Single Family Direct Loan
Housing Program, ERS.

Table 4–Income of Section 502 households

Share of
Income group Households households

reporting

Number            Percent     

Less than $10,000 228 9.1
$10,000 to 14,999 432 17.2
$15,000 to 19,999 600 23.8
$20,000 to 24,999 517 20.5
$25,000 to 29,999 308 12.2
$30,000 to 34,999 206 8.2
$35,000 to 39,999 100 4.0
$40,000 or more 125 5.0

Households reporting 
income 2,516 100.0

Households not reporting 
income 511 NA

Total households 3,027 NA

NA=not applicable.
Source: 1998 Survey of USDA’s Single Family Direct Loan
Housing Program, ERS.
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What Are Their Current Housing and
Neighborhood Conditions?
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Figure 3--High satisfaction with current home

Percent

  Note:  High general satisfaction is based on scores of 8, 9, or 10 on
a scale of 1-10, with 1 the worst and 10 the best.  High satisfaction on
the other home characteristics is based on ratings of good or very
good on a 5-group scale from very poor to very good.
  Source:  1998 Survey of USDA’s Single Family Direct Loan Housing
Program, ERS.
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Have Their Housing Conditions
Improved?
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Figure 4--High satisfaction with
current neighborhood

Percent

  Note:  High general satisfaction is based on scores of 8, 9, or 10 on
a scale of 1-10, with 1 the worst and 10 the best.  High satisfaction on
the other neighborhood  characteristics is based on ratings of good
or very good on a 5-group scale from very poor to very good.
  Source:  1998 Survey of USDA’s Single Family Direct Loan Housing
Program, ERS.
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