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Abstract

The 1890 land-grant universities (1890s) have developed teaching, research, and
extension programs that reach historically underserved students and communities.
Many studies have described the programs of 1890s, but no systematic effort has
measured their contribution to human capital development and to improving the
well-being of the rural population. This report examines the historical USDA
funding levels of the 1890 institutions; discusses the outcomes of these invest-
ments and potential measurable indicators of these outcomes; and outlines a con-
ceptual model for estimating returns to investment in education tailored to partic-
ularities of the 1890s.
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Foreword

To enhance the relationship between the U.S. Department of Agriculture and 1890
land-grant universities and colleges, the Economic Research Service (ERS) entered
into cooperative agreements in 1997 with four 1890 institutions—Delaware State
University, South Carolina State University, Tuskegee University, and Virginia State
University. The purpose of this collaboration was to study outcomes and benefits of
investments in the 1890s’ programs in the food and agricultural sciences, to explore
methods of better quantifying benefits, and to improve effectiveness of Federal
(USDA) investments in the 1890s’ programs and initiatives. To accomplish these goals,
cooperators initiated an effort to design a framework for measuring USDA’s invest-
ments and for identifying, classifying, and quantifying (or otherwise assessing) the
outcomes of these investments. 

As a first step, the cooperators posed a series of core questions, which form the focus
of this report. How have the programs at the 1890s been funded? What have been the
outcomes of these programs? What are the best indicators by which to measure those
outcomes? And how can conceptual models best be developed for estimating future
returns to investments in these programs? This report synthesizes a number of papers
presented at a workshop held September 1 and 2, 1999, at USDA’s Economic
Research Service, drawing particularly from three studies—Essel, Clarke, and Tegene
(1999); Norton and Tegene (1999); and Larson (1999).

The 1890 land-grant universities help ensure a more equitable distribution of educational opportunities.  Photo courtesy Keith Pope.


