About 1 in 5 Americans participates in at least one of
USDA’s nutrition assistance programs

during the year

A 1-percentage-point increase in the unemployment rate resulted in about 700,000

more food Stamp recipients during the first year and about 1.3 million additional

recipients in the long run. (The Food Stamp Program was renamed the Supplemental

Nutrition Assistance Program beginning in fiscal year 2009.)
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effects from Hurricanes
Katrina, Rita, and Wilma in
the Gulf Coast increased total
food stamp benefits by $1.2
billion in FY 2005.

The Food Stamp Program
acts as a fiscal stimulus.
ERS estimates that every
dollar of food stamp
benefits stimulates $1.84

of economic activity.

Food stamps
accounted for almost
two-thirds of total

USDA expenditures
for nutrition assistance
in FY 2008
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USDA's investment in the nutrition assistance
safety net totaled $60.7 billion in FY 2008
about 64% of the Department’s total outlays

About 55% of all schoolchildren partici-
pated in the National School Lunch
Program on atypical schoolday in FY 2007
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Half of all school lunches and 71% of all school
breakfasts were served free in FY 2008.

Over half of all infant formula sold in the
United States is purchased through the
WIC program*

B About half of all infants born in the United States
participate in the WIC program.

B Breastfeeding rates are lower among WIC
women than among non-WIC women.

B WIC receives significant rebates ($1.8 billion
in FY 2007) from infant formula manufacturers.

B |nfant formula rebates allow WIC to support about
25% more participants than it otherwise could.

*Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women,
Infants, and Children.

(X ¥4 ERS’s Food Assistance and Nutrition Research Program (FANRP) is the premier source of economic research on

[ N N ) food assistance and nutrition and USDA's nutrition assistance programs in the United States. FANRP research ad-

o0o dresses topics such as program participation and the macroeconomy, diet quality and obesity, and food insecurity.
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For more information, see the ERS Website:

Food Assistance and Nutrition Programs, www.ers.usda.gov/briefing/foodnutritionassistance/



