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Consumer Acceptance
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Table 4—Survey results on consumer attitudes toward biotechnology in agriculture

Country Year Question/issue Response

United States 1988/89 Plant GE (asked to assume not harmful to humans 54 percent said desirable, 
or environment) (Hoban, Woodrum, and Czaja) 23percent neutral, 

23 percent undesirable

Australia 1993 Would you eat genetically modified foods? (Kelley) 56-66 percent said yes, 
depending on the food

United States 1999 Biotechnology used in agriculture and food 51 percent strongly supported or 
production (Gallup) moderately supported

United States 1999 Would they be more or less likely to buy a food 
because it was genetically modified? (The Economist) 57 percent said less likely

United Kingdom 1998 GM products (Greenberg) 51 percent said unacceptable

Germany 1999 Would they be more or less likely to buy a food 
because it was genetically modified? (The Economist) 95 percent said less likely

Table 5—Survey results on consumer attitudes toward biotechnology to improve foods

Country Year Question/issue Response

Japan 1995 Biotechnology used to develop improved 10 percent strongly supported, 
crop varieties (Hoban, 1996) 72 percent supported

United States 1992, Biotechnology used in agriculture and food production 2/3 support
1994, to improve foods (Hoban, 1998)
1997,

United States 1995 Biotechnology used to make foods taste better, 75 percent support
stay fresh longer, prevent disease (Hoban, 1996)

United States 1997, How likely to buy produce modified by biotechnology 55 percent likely/somewhat likely, 
2/99, to taste better or fresher? (IFIC, 10/99, 5/00) 62 percent,
10/99, 51 percent,
5/00, 54 percent

Europe 1996 Genetic modification to change food characteristics 53 percent said useful, 
(Eurobarometer 46.1) 47 percent said risky, 40 percent 

said morally acceptable

Australia 1993 Genetic modification to change food characteristics 64-82 percent said “good idea,”
(Kelley) depending on the food
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Table 7—Survey results on consumer attitudes toward biotechnology in animal production

Country Year Question/issue Response

United States 1992 GE used to make larger sport fish (Hoban, 1993) 35 percent said acceptable

United States 1988/89 Animal GE (asked to assume not harmful to humans 26 percent said desirable,
or environment) (Hoban, Woodrum, and Czaja) 21 percent neutral, 

53 percent undesirable

Table 8—Survey results on consumer attitudes toward biotechnology in agriculture as a health hazard

Country Year Question/issue Response

Australia 1993 GE food plants might be a danger to human health 71 percent said a big worry
over time (Kelley)

Europe 1995 Genetically modified crops as health hazards 33-50 percent in each country 
said health hazard

United States 1999 Does food produced using biotechnology pose a 27 percent said yes, 
health hazard to consumers? (Gallup) 53 percent said no

Table 6—Survey results on consumer attitudes toward biotechnology to make plants resistant 
to pests or herbicides

Country Year Question/issue Response

United States 1992 GE used to make cotton plants resistant to herbicide 70 percent said acceptable
(Hoban, 1993)

United States 1999 Do you favor the use of biotechnology to grow 78 percent favor/somewhat favor
pest-resistant crops that require fewer farm chemicals? 
(Environics, The Washington Post)

United States 1997, How likely to buy produce modified by biotechnology 77 percent very/somewhat likely,
2/99, to be protected from insect damage and require fewer 77 percent,
10/99, pesticides (IFIC, 10/99, 5/00) 67 percent,
5/00 69 percent

Europe 1996 Genetic modification to make crops disease resistant 68 percent said useful, 53 percent 
(Eurobarometer 46.1) said risky, 63 percent said 

morally acceptable

France 1999 Do you favor the use of biotechnology to grow 52 percent favor/somewhat favor
pest-resistant crops that require fewer farm chemicals? 
(Environics, The Washington Post)
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Table 9—Regulation of agricultural biotechnology by agency

Item United States EU

Release into environment for Regulated by USDA’s Animal and Regulated by member state governments, with 
commercial production, Plant Health Inspection Service input, if members disagree, from Scientific 
field tests Committee, European Commission, and possibly 

the Council, under Regulation 90/220

Food safety Regulated by FDA Regulated by member state governments, with 
input, if members disagree, from Scientific 
Committee, European Commission, and possibly 
the Council, under Regulation 258/97, the Novel 
Foods Act

Pesticidal or herbicidal varieties Regulated by EPA Subsumed under one of the processes above
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Effects of Consumer Preferences on Trade
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