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Summing Up Tariff Protection:
OECD vs. Non-OECD

Indicators of tariff protection for OECD and non-
OECD countries in table 4 complement the characteri-
zation of tariffs using means and medians. The first
four columns show averages for the commodity cate-
gories in absolute terms (table 4, columns 1 and 2) 
and as a percentage of the global mean tariff (table 4,
columns 3 and 4). The data reinforce the finding that
protection in OECD countries is concentrated in a 
few sectors: grains, dairy, livestock, sugar, and sweet-
eners. Non-OECD countries have overall high rates 
of protection with less variation across commodity
groupings. They have high protection on the same
commodities as OECD countries, but tobacco stands
out with the highest average tariff for non-OECD
countries. 

The number of countries with tariffs higher than the
global average shows the prevalence of high tariffs
across countries. As in other cuts of the data, dairy
stands out with the highest mean in OECD countries.
Dairy also has the largest number of OECD and third
largest number of non-OECD countries with high
means. Sweeteners and frozen meat also have high
means across a large number of countries. 

OECD countries use megatariffs in a limited number
of commodity groups, but have TRQs in all but two

commodity groups. The concentration of megatariffs
among the familiar sensitive sectors is another mani-
festation of high protection for a few (albeit large) sec-
tors. The number of TRQs notified by OECD countries
is also concentrated in a few sectors. However, TRQs
are found in at least one region for most commodity
groups, indicating that sensitive products exist across
the agricultural sector.

Non-OECD countries rely on megatariffs for protec-
tion along with more selective application of TRQs.
Non-OECD, or developing countries, often apply tar-
iffs far below these high, bound rates. The following
section examines the use of applied tariffs in develop-
ing countries. 

Overall, different patterns of protection between
OECD and non-OECD countries emerge. OECD coun-
tries have higher rates on “traditional” agricultural sec-
tors, such as dairy, livestock, and sugar, while non-
OECD countries have high tariffs across most com-
modities. Both OECD and non-OECD countries pro-
vide extremely high protection to a few commodities.
However, as a result of tariffication, OECD countries
apply more TRQs than non-OECD countries. Non-
OECD countries use megatariffs more than OECD
countries. Many of the megatariffs associated with
developing countries were not subject to reduction
under the Uruguay Round because they were estab-
lished as ceiling bindings. 
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