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Abstract 

The United States and the European Union (EU) are two of the world’s largest agricultural
producing, consuming, and trading entities. The commodity makeup of agricultural production
in the two countries, productivity and competitiveness of each country’s producers, tastes and
preferences, and agricultural and trade policy determine to a large extent the level and compo-
sition of U.S. and EU agricultural trade. Both countries’ agricultural sectors and agricultural
policies are changing in response to the dynamics of the world market and to the growing
importance of regional trade agreements. Differences between the two countries could account
for fundamental differences in their approaches to agricultural trade liberalization in the World
Trade Organization (WTO). The report examines similarities and differences across multiple
aspects of their agricultural sectors and policies. 
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