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The study relied on agricultural trade data collected by the U.S. Department of Commerce’s 
Bureau of the Census and compiled by USDA’s Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) to 
explore changes in U.S. agricultural imports from Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) 
between 2007–09 and 2019–21. These starting and ending points were selected in order to 
span the period from the Great Recession (December 2007–June 2009) to present day. Annual 
data were used to identify changes in the product and supplying-country composition of these 
imports. More detailed market and trade analysis was conducted for the five product groups 
accounting for the largest increases in their share of U.S. agricultural imports from LAC and 
the five product groups with the largest decreases in U.S. import share. 
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