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Kelly Maguire, kelly.b.maguire@usda.gov 

 
Subject of Review: 

 
The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is the largest agricultural land retirement 
program in the United States, with the General Signup competitive auction 
accounting for about one-half of enrolled acreage. In this report, we assess the land 
use impacts of the CRP, identifying the land uses that could have been retired had 
rejected offers in the 2016 General Signup instead been accepted. We also compare 
information from proposed offers with land use decisions after offers were rejected 
to determine the costs that the program would have had to pay to retire these land 
uses.  

 
Purpose of Review: 

 
The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  
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