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Subject of Review: 

 
Expanding renewable energy development from solar and wind can 
help meet the nation’s growing electricity demand while reducing 
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and delivering benefits to rural 
communities. Large, commercial solar and wind developments are 
predominantly located in rural areas of the United States. Subsidies for 
renewable energy and other policies directed at decarbonizing the 
electricity grid are forecast to lead to dramatic growth in renewable 
capacity in the coming years, requiring a better understanding of the 
potential influence of solar and wind development in rural areas. 
Although solar and wind generation both reduce GHG emissions, solar 
or wind resources are unevenly distributed across the nation. Solar 
potential is highest across the Southwest and much of the Southeast, 
while wind resources are concentrated in the Plains and Midwest. 
Furthermore, solar requires more land than wind per unit of electricity, 
but wind turbines alter the view over a larger area due to their height.  

 
Purpose of Review: 

 
The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  
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