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Subject of Review:  This report reviews the history and outlook for China’s hog and pork industry.  China 
is the world’s leading pork producer but it has nevertheless become a leading 
importer of the meat, a phenomenon prompted by China’s rapid increases in pork 
production costs and prices. International comparisons show that hog producers in 
China face higher feed costs than U.S. producers. Rising wages in China are spurring 
a transition from labor-intensive “backyard” producers to large-scale farms, but large 
Chinese farms also have much lower labor productivity than their U.S. competitors. 
Feed efficiency has improved marginally in China but it remains below that of U.S. 
farms. Competition from imports is likely to spur China’s hog producers to seek 
productivity improvements that will improve their cost-competitiveness. 
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