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Subject of Review:  USDA’s Farm to School Program was established by The Healthy Hunger Free Kids 
Act to improve access to local foods in eligible schools through grants and technical 
assistance. Today, more than 4 in 10 school districts report serving local foods or 
implementing other farm to school activities. To examine progress toward USDA’s 
goal of daily availability of locally produced foods for all students and identify targets 
for technical assistance, this study used data from the 2013 Farm to School Census to 
measure the prevalence of school districts serving local food daily and the 
characteristics of districts that frequently serve local foods. More than 1 in 3 school 
districts reported serving locally produced foods at least occasionally in school meals 
in school year 2011-12, and of these, more than half served local foods daily, 
representing 19 percent of all school districts and 30 percent of students. Districts 
more likely to serve local foods daily tended to be larger districts, and tended to be in 
the Northeast, in States with higher rates of college completion, in urban areas, and in 
areas with a higher density of farmers markets. 
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transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
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