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The emergence of new suppliers of animal products, new and amended trade 
agreements, changes in consumer preferences, and growth in numbers of consumers 
in developing markets have influenced the trade performance of U.S. agricultural 
commodities over the past two decades. Exports represent a significant market for 
U.S. animal agricultural industries and products, with global market volatility and 
competition directly impacting U.S. producers. The purpose of this study is to 
determine the export competitiveness of U.S. meat and poultry exports, relative to 
major competitors. We conduct an overview analysis of global animal product trade 
and U.S. competitiveness in aggregate meat and dairy trade, identifying key 
competitors, markets, and trade events, barriers, and agreements. Then, we analyze 
export competitiveness of major livestock 14 products using trade indices and export 
shares. We also identify influential market and trade events and trade agreements 
that have impacted the U.S. position in each commodity market. This report 
contributes to the understanding of how global changes have impacted different 
livestock commodities, as opposed to aggregate effects on the agricultural sector. 
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