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Subject of Review:

China’s potential to increase corn yield per hectare is an important determinant of the
country’s future demand for corn imports. Much of China’s expansion of corn
production in recent years has been achieved by expanding the area planted in corn,
but with greater competition for scarce land increases in yields will be the key to
future growth. Historical trends, policies and environmental factors suggest only
modest prospects for growth in Chinese corn yields. Since 1980 Chinese average
yields have risen at a pace that lags behind growth in the average U.S. yield. Chinese
yield growth is most evident in the country’s northern plains region while the
northeastern region—expected to account for most of China’s increase in corn
supply—does not have a discernible yield trend in recent years. Extrapolating
historical trends into the future suggests that China’s corn output will not rise as fast
as its consumption. Sustained increases in U.S. yields are critical to meeting China’s
rising demand for corn since the United States supplies most of China’s corn imports.
USDA projections anticipate that the United States will account for much of the
increase in global corn output over the next decade and most of that increase will
come from rising U.S. yields.
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The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis,
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective
communication to the intended audience.
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