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Preliminary Title: The Estimated Amount, Value, and Calories of Postharvest Food Loss at the Retail
and Consumer Levels in the United States

Type of Report EIB
(ERR, EIB, EB,)
[X] Influential Scientific Information
Agency: Economic Research Service [ 1 Highly Influential Scientific Assessment
USDA
Agency Contact: Daniel Pick, dpick@ers.usda.gov

Subject of Review:  ‘Food loss’ represents the amount of edible food, postharvest, that is available for
human consumption but is not consumed for any reason; it includes cooking loss and
natural shrinkage (e.g., moisture loss); loss from mold, pests, or inadequate climate
control, plate waste, and other reasons. ‘Food waste’ is a component of food loss and
occurs when an edible item goes unconsumed, such as food discarded by retailers due
to undesirable color or blemishes and plate waste discarded by consumers. Food loss
(particularly the food waste component) is becoming an increasingly important topic
both domestically and internationally. Estimates of the amount and value of food
loss, including food waste, are needed to serve as quantitative baselines for
policymakers and the food industry to set targets and develop initiatives, legislation,
or policies to minimize food waste, conserve resources, and improve human nutrition.
This report provides the latest estimates by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Economic Research Service (ERS) on the amount and value of food loss in the United
States.

Purpose of Review:  The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis,
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective
communication to the intended audience.

Type of Review: [ 1 Panel Review [X] Individual Reviewers
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