
Peer Review Plan 
 

Preliminary Title:   The International Food Security Assessment 2022-2023 
Type of Report 
(ERR, EIB, EB) 

EB 

   [X] Influential Scientific Information 
Agency: Economic Research Service 

USDA 
[   ] Highly Influential Scientific Assessment 

 
Agency Contact: 

 
Kelly Maguire, kelly.b.maguire@usda.gov 

 
Subject of Review: 

The USDA, Economic Research Service (ERS) demand-oriented International Food 
Security Assessment (IFSA) model projects food demand and food gaps in 76 low- 
and middle-income countries through 2032. Food security is evaluated for each 
country by estimating the share of the population unable to reach a caloric target of 
2,100 kilocalories per person per day. The intensity of food insecurity is measured 
by determining the gap between projected food demand for those falling below the 
threshold and the caloric target. Food demand is expressed in grain equivalents based 
on caloric content to allow aggregation across four separate food groups: the primary 
grain consumed in the country, other grains, roots and tubers, and all other food. 
Average per capita food consumption data are from the United Nations’ Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) Food Balance Sheets and FAO’s Global 
Information Early Warning System’s (GIEWS) Country Cereal Balance Sheet. 
Observed domestic prices are from FAO-GIEWS Food Price Monitoring and 
Analysis Tool. Tariff data are from the World Bank’s World Integrated Trade 
Solution (WITS). Incomes, exchange rates, and Consumer Price Indexes (CPI) are 
from the ERS International Macroeconomic Dataset. World prices are from USDA’s 
Agricultural Projections to 2032. 

 
Purpose of Review: 

 
The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  

     
Type of Review: [   ]  Panel Review [X] Individual Reviewers 

  
[   ]    Alternative Process (Briefly Explain): 

   
  
Timing of Review (Est.): Start: 4/05/2021   Completed: 06/28/2022 
       
Number of Reviewers: [   ] 3 or 

fewer 
[X] 4 to 10 [   ] More than 10 

  
Primary Disciplines/Types of Expertise Needed for Review:  Economists 

 
 

Reviewers selected by: [X] Agency [   ] Designated Outside 
Organization 

 
Opportunities for Public Comment? [   ] Yes [X] No 
         If yes, briefly state how and when these opportunities will be provided: 
 How:  
      When:  
Peer Reviewers Provided with Public Comments? [   ] Yes [X] No 
Public Nominations Requested for Review Panel? [   ] Yes [X] No 
 


