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Subject of Review: Cover crops can provide multiple environmental benefits, and their use is increasing

across the U.S. However, cover crops are also costly to implement—and the
magnitude of the economic and environmental benefits depends on how the cover
crop is managed and used. For operations with livestock, direct grazing or harvesting
of cover crops can be a cost-effective option to add feed to livestock rations or
extend the grazing season. This report summarizes the existing literature on the
profitability of using cover crops for forage, which suggests that integrating cover
crops into livestock systems can be profitable due to the direct forage benefit
provided by the cover crop.
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