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This work reviews Japan’s import barriers on pork, including the gate-price tariff 
system and safeguards. Production, consumption, exchange rate, bilateral trade, and 
demographic data from sources that include Trade Data Monitor, the United States 
Department of Agriculture Foreign Agricultural Service (USDA FAS), the Japanese 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries (MAFF), and the U.S. Census 
Bureau were used to describe Japan’s historical trends. The Global Trade and 
Analysis Project (GTAP) computable general equilibrium model was used to analyze 
the likely impact of the various EPAs. Using 2018 (the year before Japan’s first 
EPA) as a baseline year, the authors simulated three separate scenarios: 1) assuming 
a 10 percent average gate-price tariff in the base year, 2) assuming a 10 percent 
average gate price tariff in the base year with no USJTA, and 3) assuming a 15 
percent average gate-price tariff in the base year. Results for the first two scenarios 
are provided in the main text while the third scenario is included in the appendix 
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The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  
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