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Subject of Review: 

 
Most rural counties (86 percent) experienced modest declines in 
poverty from 2007 through 2021, however for some rural counties (14 
percent) persistent poverty has been an issue for decades (Davis et al. 
2023). Employment options help families increase financial stability 
and rise above the poverty threshold. Place-based policy incentives 
that direct investment toward low-income rural areas can help address 
unique challenges these locations face such as limited access to credit, 
infrastructure, essential services, and jobs, as well as economic 
isolation from major economic centers. By offering tax incentives for 
capital asset owners to invest capital gains in Qualified Opportunity 
Funds, resources can be directed toward investments to improve 
designated Opportunity Zone rural areas. 
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