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Subject of Review: 

 
Over the last 50 years, the number of U.S. wheat farms has declined 
along with the number of planted wheat acres, while planted acreage 
for corn and soybeans has increased. This raises questions about the 
net returns of wheat relative to other crops and the types of wheat 
farms that experience the highest net returns. Questions arise about 
how wheat farms have changed in the use of inputs and advanced 
technologies, how input use varies by region and farm size, and how 
wheat farms and their associated operator households compare with 
non-wheat farms. This report examines how U.S. wheat farm structure 
has changed over the past 50 years; how cost of production varies by 
farm size, region, and wheat type; and the production practices used on 
wheat farms. 
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transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
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