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Affordable access to energy is critical for economic and physical 
welfare. This report studies energy affordability in the rural United 
States, focusing on household costs, energy insecurity, and factors 
contributing to energy affordability. Rural households spend more of 
their income on home energy use than their urban counterparts. This 
disparity is driven primarily by differences in heating costs. Several 
factors explain the higher costs, including heating fuel type, the 
prevalence of mobile homes, and exposure to cold temperatures. Low-
income rural households are particularly at risk of energy insecurity, 
tend to live in less energy efficient homes and spend more money per 
square foot on both heating and cooling. 
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