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Low-income women, infants, and children who are nutritionally at-risk 
are eligible for the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program of 
Women, Infants, and Children (WIC). WIC supports a healthy diet by 
providing supplemental foods that are high in nutrients determined to 
be beneficial for pregnant, breastfeeding and postpartum women. For 
WIC participants to obtain the foods prescribed to them, they must 
have access to a WIC-authorized vendor (a retail food store that 
accepts WIC benefits). Retailer access in WIC may also impact 
participation decisions for those who are eligible. WIC State agencies 
have begun to pilot online shopping options for WIC participants as 
one way to increase retailer access; however, some areas may lack the 
internet services necessary for online shopping. This report identifies 
areas across the nation where limited access to food stores and/or 
limited availability of mobile and fixed broadband internet may 
prevent WIC-eligible families from fully benefiting from WIC. 
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