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Subject of Review:  Certified organic production and markets for organic food are expanding in many countries around the 
world, presenting new opportunities for U.S. organic trade. The United States is the largest single 
market for organic products, followed by the European Union and China, although per capita 
consumption is highest in parts of Europe. In 2011, the United States became the first country to collect 
data for both organic imports and exports. This study examines recent trends in U.S. organic trade, 
including sectors where a gap has emerged between domestic supply and demand. The new trade data is 
used to analyze U.S. organic import and export patterns between 2011 and 2016, and to understand the 
consumer demand, supply constraints and other factors contributing to U.S. organic trade. 
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The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, transparent explanation 
of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective communication to the intended audience. 
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