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Subject of Review:  Slowing growth in crop yields has turned the spotlight on global as well as U.S. 
agricultural production, and has raised concerns about food insecurity and a possible 
slowdown in agricultural productivity growth. Slower agricultural productivity 
growth could lead to food price increases and contribute to environmental problems 
when farmers intensify use of land and chemicals to produce more output. This report 
uses comprehensive productivity accounts data drawn from USDA and other sources 
to depict how U.S. agricultural production has evolved over time and how agricultural 
productivity growth has changed in the last six decades.  The report explores evidence 
of a productivity slowdown, examines the major drivers of productivity growth, and 
attempts to determine the future sustainability of agricultural productivity growth. 
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