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The Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and 
Children (WIC) provides supplemental food, nutrition education, and 
referrals to health care and other social services to low-income, 
nutritionally at-risk women, infants, and children up to 5 years of age. 
Administered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Food and 
Nutrition Service (FNS), WIC has an annual budget of $6 billion and 
serves over 6 million people each month. The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Economic Research Service (ERS) periodically reports 
on research findings relevant to WIC policy and program operations, 
often following major changes in the program’s design, with the last 
such report being in 2015. This report explains how WIC works, 
discusses program trends, and summarizes ERS research findings on 
key economic and policy issues facing the program, particularly those 
related to temporary changes to the program during the COVID-19 
pandemic and ongoing infant formula supply chain disruptions. 
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