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Subject of Review:  Voluntary retirement of cropland under the USDA’s Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) provides 
numerous benefits related to soil erosion, water quality, wildlife habitat provision, and other 
environmental services. The persistence of benefits realized under the program depends on what 
happens to CRP land when the contract under which it was originally enrolled in the program expires. 
Using a novel dataset of expiring CRP contracts and post-CRP land use over 2013-16, this report 
considers the fate of the 8.1 million acres of land in active CRP contracts in 2012 – roughly one quarter 
of all CRP land -- that expired between 2013 and 2016, a period that partly coincided with relatively 
high crop prices and relatively low reenrollment opportunity. 
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