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Natural Amenities and Population Growth

Table 4–Correlations and standardized regression coeffi-
cients reflecting relationships of amenity measures to
population change 1

Statistics 
and measures 1970-80 1980-90 1990-96 1970-96

Correlations:
Warm winter 0.22 0.29 0.19 0.27
Winter sun -0.03 0.07 -0.02 0.01
Temperate 

summer 0.36 0.31 0.34 0.38
Low summer 

humidity 0.10 -0.01 0.13 0.08
Water area 0.16 0.21 0.12 0.20
Topographic 

variation 0.28 0.12 0.25 0.24

Standardized 
coefficients: 2

Warm winter 0.23 0.24 0.23 0.27
Winter sun 0.12 0.24 0.11 0.18
Temperate 

summer 0.28 0.32 0.29 0.33
Low summer

humidity 0.27 0.23 0.31 0.30
Water area 0.19 0.19 0.13 0.20
Topographic 

variation 0.18 0.07 0.16 0.16

1 Population change computed as loge (100*population
t1/population t0).

2 From OLS regression analysis, controlling for county eco-
nomic type, high poverty, and urban influence code
(expressed as dummy variables) as well as the other
amenity measures.


