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Grazing lands provide forage for a significant share of the U.S. animal sec-
tor, as well as other economic and ecological services. The preservation and
stewardship of private grazing lands has emerged as an important conser-
vation priority, with expanded policy emphasis and funding under USDA
farm programs.

Introduction

USDA has provided technical assistance for grazing systems since the
1930s. An expanded focus on preservation and stewardship of private
grazing lands in recent years reflects a growing awareness of their impor-
tance to the Nation’s environmental health and economic well-being.
Achieving USDA conservation objectives for grassland and rangeland
resources will involve public/private partnerships in support of sustainable
grazing systems.

Private Grazing Lands

Grazing lands are vegetative land area that can be used for the feeding of
domestic animals on growing grass, legumes, and other herbaceous plants.
Grazing lands encompass a broad range of land types defined by climatic
zones, terrain, vegetative cover, and primary land use. Lands used for
grazing may include rangelands, grazed forest lands, native grasslands, natu-
ralized and cultivated pasture, and crop and hay lands.

Private grazing land defies easy definition, due to the diversity and multi-
use nature of lands used for grazing, distinctions in private ownership and
lease arrangements, and land-capability and land-use distinctions across
primary sources of grazing land data. Private grazing lands generally
include all privately owned, fee-title land used for grazing purposes. Grazed
acreage on tribal lands and public lands under State and local jurisdiction,
which may be eligible for USDA program assistance, are often subsumed
under working definitions of private grazing lands.

Extent and Location of
U.S. Grazing Lands

Nearly 35 percent of the total U.S. land area, or 783 million acres of
combined Federal and non-Federal lands, was potentially usable for live-
stock grazing in 2002 (Lubowski et al., 2006). This includes 587 million
acres of permanent grassland pasture and rangeland, 62 million acres of
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Appendix: Data Sources

Agricultural Resources and Environmental Indicators, 2006 Edition / EIB-16

Economic Research Service/USDA

































