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Subject of Review: 

 
The economic recession induced by the onset of the pandemic created 
hardships for many businesses and families. In the agricultural sector, 
many farmers, ranchers, and dairy producers, and their distributors, 
saw reduced demand for their products and services as food service 
entities closed or operated at a reduced capacity. Simultaneously, 
rising unemployment contributed to an increase in food hardship for 
millions of families. As a result, many turned to Federal food and 
nutrition assistance programs and/or charitable food assistance (e.g., 
food banks and pantries) to meet their food needs. To help support 
farmers, ranchers, dairy producers, and their distributors, and families, 
the Federal government passed legislation in late March 2020 
authorizing the USDA to create the Farmers to Families Food Box 
Program (Food Box Program). Through this program, USDA’s 
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS)—the agency that administered 
the program—contracted with food producers, processors, and 
distributors (i.e., “contractors”) to package domestically produced 
agricultural commodities and deliver them to non-profit organizations 
(e.g., food banks and food pantries) for distribution to families in need. 
The latter may have been particularly important during the pandemic 
as evidence suggests that private, charitable food assistance may help 
to fill gaps in Federal food and nutrition assistance programs. This 
report presents an overview of the Food Box Program and examines 
the distribution of food boxes across counties in the United States and 
whether counties with greater need were more likely to received food 
boxes through the program. 
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