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Subject of Review: 

 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) administers 16 domestic 
food and nutrition assistance programs that affect the lives of millions 
of people and account for roughly two-thirds of USDA’s annual 
budget. In response to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic 
beginning in fiscal year (FY) 2020, USDA implemented additional 
temporary programs and numerous policy changes that expanded the 
scope and coverage of existing programs. As a result, participation in 
and spending on these programs changed substantially. This report 
examines trends in USDA’s largest domestic food and nutrition 
assistance programs through FY 2023 (October 1, 2022– September 
30, 2023). The report also documents policy changes in FY 2023 and 
trends in economic and social indicators affecting participation in and 
spending on food and nutrition assistance programs. In addition, it 
summarizes two recent USDA, Economic Research Service (ERS) 
reports: one examines the prevalence of household food insecurity in 
the United States in 2022; and another documents the share of 
households with school-aged children reporting difficulty paying for 
expenses after pandemic waivers allowing schools to serve free meals 
expired in 2022. 
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The purpose of the review is to ensure the high-quality of the economic analysis, 
transparent explanation of methods, objective interpretation of results, and effective 
communication to the intended audience.  
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