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Rural America, covering over 2,000
counties and 75 percent of the Nation’s
land, is home to about 49 million people.
The social and economic challenges facing
rural areas differ greatly from those facing
urban areas. Profiles of America:
Demographic Data and Graphic Builder, a
program now available on the ERS website,
uses interactive tools to create maps, tables,
and charts that display information on
demographic trends, industrial structure,
and the economic well-being of rural and
urban communities. The program allows
users to analyze rural and urban differences
at the national, State, and county levels, and
provides useful information to community
leaders, Federal officials, and researchers.

The program currently contains data
from the Census Bureau, the Bureau of
Economic Analysis, and the Bureau of Labor
Statistics related to the socioeconomic sta-
tus of the population and settlement pat-
terns within the U.S. from 1990 to 2003.
Data within the program are divided into
eight broad topics: Population & Migration,
Age & Sex, Race & Ethnicity, Educational
Attainment, Households & Families,
Journey to Work, Employment &
Unemployment, and Income & Poverty. The
program contains ERS classification sys-
tems, such as the rural-urban continuum
code, the urban influence code, and the
county typology (see “ERS Rural
Indicators”), as well as about 100 individual
variables from various data sources. 

Upon entering the program, users are
just a few clicks away from retrieving infor-
mation presented in the form of a map,
table, or chart, as shown in these partial
screen shots. For example, a user—perhaps
a Federal or community official interested
in funding a nutrition education program
targeted to the elderly—can quickly create a
table showing that Florida has the highest
share of the population 65 and over in 2000,
17.6 percent compared with the U.S. average
of 12.4 percent. 

D A T A  F E A T U R E

Profiles of America:
Demographic Data 
and Graphic Builder
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Percent Population 65 Years and Older 2000

00000 U.S. 12.43%

01000 Alabama 13.04%

02000 Alaska 5.69%

04000 Arizona 13.02%

05000 Arkansas 13.99%

06000 California 10.62%

08000 Colorado 9.67%

09000 Connecticut 13.81%

10000 Delaware 12.98%

11000 District of Columbia 12.22%

12000 Florida 17.57%

13000 Georgia 9.59%
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The user can then obtain greater detail and create a table
showing the percentage of elderly for each county in Florida and
determine that Charlotte has the highest percentage of elderly
(34.7 percent) and Union the lowest (7.5 percent). The analysis
can be further refined with the mapping function, which shows
that the older population is heavily concentrated along the south-
west coast and north-central areas of the State.

Because the economic and social character of rural places
varies greatly across the United States, it may be even more
instructive to use ERS’s rural indicators to capture this diversity
for input to public policy and programs. Profiles of America can
customize your data output accordingly. For example, some pub-
lic programs specifically target funds to metro or nonmetro areas.
The user can select one of ERS’s rural indicators and then chart
any demographic variable by that indicator. Continuing with our

example, nonmetro areas have a higher share (20.0 percent) of the
population 65 and older than metro areas (17.4 percent). 

Other functions are also available to help better understand
socioeconomic trends and select the best way to display data.
Printing, sorting, and the ability to download data to a personal
computer for further analysis are available options. New indica-
tors and features will be added in the future.

For more information . . .

Profiles of America: Demographic Data and Graphic Builder, avail-
able at: www.ers.usda.gov/data/profilesofamerica/

Florida:  Percent of Population 65 Years and Older 2000

Source:  USDA/Economic Research Service.
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Florida:  Percent Population 65 Years and Older 2000
Metro-nonmetro Status, 2003

Metro-Nonmetro Status—Metro and nonmetro areas
are defined by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB).
In 2003, OMB defined metro areas as (1) central counties
with urbanized areas of 50,000 or more residents, and (2)
outlying counties with 25 percent or more of the employed
population commuting daily. Nonmetro areas are all counties
not classified as metro.

Metro-Micro-Noncore—Similar to metro-nonmetro
definition, except nonmetro counties are further divided into
micropolitan (micro) and noncore counties. Micro areas are
counties with one or more urban clusters of 10,000-50,000
persons, including outlying counties with 25 percent or more
commuting.

Rural-Urban Continuum Codes—A classification
scheme that distinguishes metropolitan (metro) counties by
the population size of their metro area, and nonmetropolitan
(nonmetro) counties by degree of urbanization and adjacency
to a metro area or areas.

Urban Influence Codes—Similar to the Rural-Urban
Continuum Codes, except that the population of the largest
city within the county is taken into consideration.

County Typology Codes—A classification system based
on the primary economic activity of counties.

ERS Rural Indicators


